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1 . Claims 1 -35 are presented for examination. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 2 is objected to because of a typographical error. On page 2, of amended 
claims sheet, "characterized"'is spelled incorrectly. Subsequent typographical errors 
are repeated throughout the remainder of the claims and require correction. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 1-7, 9-14, 16-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Bowman-Amuah, Michel K. (hereinafter Bowman-Amuah), US 6,640,244. 
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5. As per claim 1 , Bowman-Amuah teaches a method for the transmission of the 
pages of an electronic document (100) by a client station (10, 12, 13) to a server station 
(1 1 ), connected by a communication network (1 ), with a view to the processing of the 
document by a processing peripheral (14, 20-22), the method including the prior steps 
of generating (S401) orders corresponding to the pages of the said electronic document 
to be processed, storing (S401) the said orders grouped by page of the document, and 
sending (S403) a message requesting processing of the document to the server station, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

(A) receiving (S405) a request message, referred to as a "page request", sent by 
the server station, the said page request including information identifying a page of the 
document (Col. 2, lines 27-35; Col. 110, lines 11-15; lines 43-47; Col. 234, lines 17-29); 

(B) translating (S407) in a computer communication language orders 
corresponding to the page identified in the page request (Col. 52, lines 7-10; lines 24- 
27; Col. 209, lines 35-42); 

(C) sending (S409) to the server station a response message containing the 
translated orders corresponding to the identified page request (Col. 107, lines 28-34; 
Col. 213, lines 56-58; Col. 243, lines 51-55). 

6. As per claim 2, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that steps (A), (B) and (C) are recommenced until all the pages of the 
document have been send (S411) (Col. 65, lines 2-10; lines 25-27). 

7. As per claim 3, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to claim 1 or 2, 
characterized in that the said document processing request message includes an 
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electronic address indicative of the storage location of the orders corresponding to the 
first page of the document to be processed (Col. 84, lines 34-56; Col, 90, lines 30-40). 

8. As per claim 4, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to claim 3, 
characterized n that it includes, before the step of sending the said processing request 
message, a step of associating, with each of the pages of the document, an electronic 
address indicative of the storage location of the orders corresponding to the page: 

wherein the response message, containing the translated orders of a page, also 
includes the storage electronic address of the orders corresponding to the following 
page to be processed of the document (Col. 84, lines 34-56; Col. 90, lines 30-40); and 

wherein the information identifying a page of the document, contained in said 
page request received from the server station, is the storage electronic address of the 
orders corresponding to a page of the document (Col. 2, lines 27-35; Col. 53, lines 14- 
18; Col. 94, lines 46-51; Col. 110, lines 11-15; lines 43-47; Col. 234, lines 17-29; Col. 
239, lines 22-25). 

9. As per claim 5, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to claim 3, wherein 
the request includes information identifying a processing peripheral (Col. 46, lines 22- 
25; Col. 48, lines 28-35). 

10. As per claim 6, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to claim 5, wherein 
the information identifying a peripheral is a network address identifying a peripheral on 
the network (Col. 10, lines 25-34; Col. 46, lines 22-25; Col. 48, lines 28-35). 
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11. As per claim 7, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to claim 1 , wherein 
orders corresponding to each page of the document to be processed are stored in a 
computer file (Col. 55, lines 59-67; Col. 56, lines 11-15). 

12. As per claim 9, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method of processing an electronic 
document in a server station (11), connected via a communication network (1) to at 
least one client station (10, 12, 13), and responsible for the management of at least one 
electronic document processing peripheral (14, 20-22), the method comprising the steps 
of: 

(D) receiving (S601, S607) a message coming from a client station, said 
message including information identifying a page to be processed of an electronic 
document (Col. 32, lines 60-63; Col. 83, lines 44-49, lines 55-59; Col. 84, lines 6-10); 

(E) sending a request message (S605), referred to as a page request, to the 
client station, said page request including said page identification information, and 
aimed at obtaining from the client station the processing orders corresponding to the 
page identified by the identification information (Col. 2, lines 27-35; Col. 107, lines 28- 
34; Col. 110, lines 11-15; lines 43-47; Col. 213, lines 56-58; Col. 234, lines 17-29; Col. 
243, lines 51-55). 

(F) receiving (S607) a response message from the client station, said response 
message containing the orders corresponding to the identified page translated into a 
computer communication language (Col. 32, lines 60-63; Col. 52, lines 7-10; lines 24- 
27; Col. 83, lines 44-49, lines 55-59; Col. 84, lines 6-10; Col. 209, lines 35-42). 
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13. As per claim 10, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to claim 9, 
characterized in that it includes a prior step of receiving (S601) a processing request 
message coming from the client station, said processing request message including 
information identifying a processing peripheral and information identifying a first page to 
be processed of the document; and in that said response message received (S607) 
from the client station also includes information identifying a following page to be 
processed of the document (Col. 10, lines 25-34; Col. 32, lines 60-63; Col. 46, lines 22- 
25; Col. 48, lines 28-35; Col. 52, lines 7-10; lines 24-27; Col. 83, lines 44-49, lines 55- 
59; Col. 84, lines 6-10; Col. 209, lines 35-42). 

14. As per claim 1 1 , Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to claim 10, 
further comprising the steps of: 

(G) converting (S61 1 ) the orders received, from the computer communication 
language to a data format appropriate to the processing of said orders by the 
processing peripheral identified by said peripheral identification information (Col. 10, 
lines 25-34; Col. 46, lines 22-25; Col. 48, lines 28-35; Col. 52, lines 7-10; lines 24-27; 
Col. 209, lines 35-42); 

(H) processing (S613) said orders converted by the identified peripheral (Col. 1 , 
lines 63-67; Col. 2, lines 1-2; Col. 52, lines 7-10; lines 24-27; Col. 209, lines 35-42). 

15. As per claim 12, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to claim 1 1 , 
wherein said steps (E) to (H) are recommenced until all the pages of the document have 
been processed (Col. 65, lines 2-10; lines 25-27). 
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16. As per claim 13, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to claim 12, 
wherein the information identifying a page to be processed of the electronic document is 
an electronic address indicative of the storage location of the orders corresponding to 
that page (Col. 84, lines 34-56; Col. 90, lines 30-40). 

1 7. As per claim 14, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to any one of 
claims 11 to 13, wherein the step (H) of processing the said orders includes a step of 
generating the processing codes, from said converted orders, by a processing driver 
associated with said processing peripheral; and a step of sending said codes to said 
processing peripheral (Col. 1, lines 63-67; Col. 2, lines 1-2; Col. 10, lines 25-34; Col. 46, 
lines 22-25; Col. 48, lines 28-35; Col. 52, lines 7-10; lines 24-27; Col. 58, lines 23-44; 
Col. 209, lines 35-42). 

18. As per claim 16, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to claim 1 or 9, 
wherein the communication network is a network of the Internet type (Col. 15, lines 11- 
15). 

19. As per claim 17, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to claim 1 or 9, 
wherein the client station and server station communicate using a communication 
protocol of the "hypertext transfer protocol" (HTTP) type (Col. 1, lines 57-63; Col. 15, 
lines 11-17). 

20. As per claim 18, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to claim 17, 
wherein the processing request message, said response message containing the 
translated orders and said page request are HTTP messages including a 
supplementary field containing the electronic address corresponding to a page to be 
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processed of the document (Col. 52, lines 7-10; lines 24-27; Col. 68, lines 25-41; Col. 
209, lines 35-42; Col. 229, lines 1-4, lines 14-19). 

21 . As per claim 19, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according claim 1 or 9, 
wherein the computer communication language is a langue of the hypertext markup 
language type (Col. 1, lines 63-67). 

22. As per claim 20, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to claim 19, 
wherein the communication language is the XML language (Col. 41, lines 16-21). 

23. As per claim 21 , Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to claim 1 or 9, 
wherein the electronic address at which the orders corresponding to a page of the 
electronic document are stored is an address of the URL type (Col. 82, lines 3-6). 

24. As per claim 22, Bowman-Amuah teaches a method according to claim 1 or 9, 
wherein the processing of a document consists of a printing of the document (Col. 54, 
lines 41-45). 

25. Claim 23 does not teach or define any new limitations above claim 1 and 
therefore is rejected for similar reasons. 

26. Claim 24 does not teach or define any new limitations above claim 4 and 
therefore is rejected for similar reasons. 

27. As per claim 25, Bowman-Amuah teaches a device according to claim 24, 
wherein said association means (207, 209) include: 

- an association table (207) containing, for each page of said document, an 
electronic address indicative of the storage location of the orders 
corresponding to the page in question (Col. 62, lines 55-67); and 
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- means (209) of updating the association table according to the document to 
be processed and the pages of said document already processed (Col. 51 , 
lines 53-56). 

28. Claim 26 does not teach or define any new limitations above claims 1 and 2 and 
therefore is rejected for similar reasons. 

29. Claim 27 does not teach or define any new limitations above claim 9 and 
therefore is rejected for similar reasons. 

30. Claim 28 does not teach or define any new limitations above claim 10 and 
therefore is rejected for similar reasons. 

31 . Claim 29 does not teach or define any new limitations above claim 1 1 and 
therefore is rejected for similar reasons. 

32. Claim 30 does not teach or define any new limitations above claims 14 and 
therefore is rejected for similar reasons. 

33. Claim 31 does not teach or define any new limitations above claim 27 and 
therefore is rejected for similar reasons. 

34. Claim 32 does not teach or define any new limitations above claims 1 and 9 and 
therefore is rejected for similar reasons. 

35. Claim 33 does not teach or define any new limitations above claims 23-26 and 
therefore is rejected for similar reasons. 

36. Claim 34 does not teach or define any new limitations above claims 27-31 and 
therefore is rejected for similar reasons. 
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37. Claim 35 does not teach or define any new limitations above claims 33r34 and 
therefore is rejected for similar reasons. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

38. Claims 8 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by 
Bowman-Amuah, in view of Hamlet et al. (hereinafter Hamlet), US 6,606,103. 

39. As per claim 8, Bowman-Amuah does not explicitly teach a method according to 
claim 7, characterized in that the computer file for storing the orders is a file of the EMF 
type. 

40. Hamlet teaches a method characterized in that the computer file for storing the 
orders is a file of the EMF type (Col. 1, line 67; Col. 2, lines 1-6; Col. 4, lines 10-15). 

41 . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Hamlet and Bowman-Amuah because 
they both deal with communication of content over a network. Furthermore, the 
teaching of Hamlet to allow a method characterized in that the computer file for storing 
the orders is a file of the EMF type would improve the functionality and compatibility of 
Bowman-Amuah's system by including image files to the electronic content to be 
processed over a communication network. 
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42. Claim 1 5 does not teach or define any new limitations above claim 8 and 
therefore is rejected for similar reasons. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. The following patents and publications are cited to further show 
the state of the art with respect to "Method And Device For Processing.An Electronic 
Document In A Communication Network". 

i. US 2002/0013854 Eggleston et al. 

ii. US 2002/0124100 Adams, Jeffrey B. 

iii. US 2002/0032725 Araujo et al. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this Office action is set to expire in 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas Martin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3970. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 
p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-3970. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). 
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